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where in the western Punjab it is uncommon to hear
a landlord well spoken of, and rare to find a Muham-
madan landlord developing his land. The only land-
lords who are doing this in any number are the Hindu
Aroras. As a class they have capital, enterprise, and
energy, and, as we saw at Shujabad,1 by applying all
three to the land they have produced results unsur-
passed in any other part of the province. The Muham-
madan landlord is generally (not always) too lazy and
too indebted to attempt any development, and even
when not in debt prefers to buy more land rather than
improve the land he has. If elsewhere in the province
the shortcomings of the landlord are less conspicuous,
it is mainly because he is much less prominent. 'We
find the large landowners are about the most difficult
men to move/ said the Director of Agriculture before
the Linlithgow Commission.2 'Owners of large areas/
said another witness, 'when they get rich, go to live in
towns, enter into some other profession, and lose touch
with real agriculture.'3 In the colonies there are good
keen men, but with some remarkable exceptions they
are mostly medium holders who have come under the
influence of the agricultural and co-operative depart-
ments. The bigger landowners are as often as not
absentee, and what this means we saw in passing through
Lyallpur.*

At a time when all ancient institutions are being His
subjected to searching and critical scrutiny, it is difficult obligations
to find sufficient justification for the landlord who
neither helps his tenants nor develops his land. Political
insecurity no longer obtains, and economic insecurity
has been greatly mitigated by the spread of the canal
and the growth of co-operation. What then should a
landlord do to justify his existence ? First and foremost
he must free himself from debt, for an indebted landlord
can no more help an indebted tenant than the blind can
, lead the blind. Having done this he should give his

1 p. 265.         2 Op, dt.y viii. 286.         3 Ibid.) p. 795.         4 p. 205,